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SELF-DECLARATION OF ORIGINALITY AND ETHICAL COMPLIANCE
Title of the Submission: [Insert full title]
Author(s)/Director(s): [Insert full name(s)]
Affiliation (if applicable): [Insert institution, organization, or independent researcher]
Contact Information: [personal email or institutional address]

I, _____________________, hereby declare the following with regard to the above-mentioned submission:
1. Originality
· This documentary film is an original work and has not been copied, plagiarized, or reproduced from any existing film, video, or audio-visual material.
· All creative elements—including cinematography, interviews, editing, sound design, and narration—are either self-produced or used with appropriate licenses and credits.
· Any third-party materials (e.g., archival footage, music, photographs) included in the film are used in compliance with applicable copyright laws and with proper attribution.
2. Ethical Compliance
· This film adheres to the ethical standards of ethnographic research and documentary practice, including but not limited to:
· Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC): All participants have given voluntary, informed, and documented consent for their participation and for the public use of their image, voice, and contributions.
· Respect for Persons and Communities: The film respects the dignity, rights, and cultural values of individuals and communities involved.
· Non-Exploitation: The project avoids any form of exploitation, misrepresentation, or extractive use of the knowledge, practices, or identities of participants.
· Collaborative Ethics: When applicable, participants have been actively involved in decisions about how they are represented, and collaborative authorship or co-creation has been honored.
· Right to Withdraw: Participants were informed of their right to withdraw from the project at any time prior to public release.
· Protection of Minors: Where minors are involved, consent has been obtained from legal guardians in accordance with institutional and legal standards.
3. Cultural and Indigenous Protocols
· Where applicable, Indigenous research protocols, community guidelines, or traditional knowledge frameworks have been respected and followed in consultation with cultural authorities or community representatives.
· Commitments regarding the return, sharing, or co-ownership of audio-visual materials with communities have been fulfilled or are in the process of being formalized.
4. Data Protection and Confidentiality
· Any confidential, sensitive, or restricted materials not intended for public dissemination have been treated accordingly and excluded from the final public version of the film.
· Personal data has been handled in accordance with applicable data protection regulations (e.g., GDPR, if in the EU).
5. Responsibility
· I/we accept full responsibility for the ethical integrity and intellectual originality of this work.
· I/we understand that any breach of the above declarations may result in the withdrawal of the film from consideration, distribution, or publication.

Signature:


Date:
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